Waheguru ji ka Khalsa, Waheguru ji ki Fateh!
The idea of having a yearbook came up a few years ago but last year was when the graduated students of the Punjabi / Gurmat School at the Madison Heights, Michigan gurdwara put a great effort
and compiled our first yearbook. They seem to have become very good in compiling this book as I
can see from this edition.
Punjabi / Gurmat School at the MH gurdwara has been in existence for over two decades but only in
the last decade an effort was put to run it in a structured way. I was fortunate to join a group of dedicated teachers and parents in 1999 in a supporting role. In 1998 there were only 8 students but the
number swelled to around 100 by 2003. That was the year we officially graduated the first batch
consisting of 7 students and recognized them for their efforts. To date, 44 students have graduated
from the school. All this was possible with the combined efforts of parents, teachers and students.
Another major effort was taken in this decade to provide a structured curriculum to all the students.
Suggestions were taken from several sources including the folks at SOJHI. A workshop was organized
and their curriculum was reviewed in details. Portions of their material were adapted and added to
our curriculum to enhance it. In 2007, with the efforts of one of our teachers, Bibi Pardeep Kaur, text
books were written for Kindergarten through Grade 3. This helped the teachers greatly in providing
consistent teaching material to the students.
With Vaheguru’s blessing and the dedication of all, the school is now helping our children learn our
history, culture and most important, understand the teachings of our Gurus through the words of
Gurbani.
To capture all this work in time, the yearbook is an ideal place. Years from now when these children
are grown-up and reflect on their past, they will have something to show to the next generation.
Finally, I take this opportunity to thank all the teachers who took countless hours out of their busy
schedule to come to the gurdwara Saturday evening and impart invaluable lessons to the future
leaders of our community.
May Vaheguru keep you all in Chardi Kala.
- Kanwerdip Singh
Principal
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Punjabi class has affected my life deeply, mostly because I was in it forever. Some of the main
things Punjabi class has helped me learn are how to learn and memorize things. Learning another language is hard enough, it’s even harder when your mom is your teacher, but when I actually learned Punjabi, I was able to use those skills in grade school. Even though I graduated a
while ago I am still using the skills from Punjabi class in my life. One piece of advice I would
give to kids is that you should practice speaking Punjabi with your parents and family.
Amritpal Singh

Punjabi Class has been helpful to me as it has helped me cross many endeavors regarding Sikh
History, communication, and speech. My experience as a Punjabi speaker has helped me to
communicate with friends and relatives in India, as well as understand the power of speech in
the real world. Learning one language has helped me learn other languages such as Spanish,
which has really helped me improve my grades in that class. My advice to you is to learn Punjabi as fast as you can and use as a tool for communication.
Bhanujeet Singh

Punjabi Class was a wonderful experience for me. It has taught me the importance of learning
about your culture. I have learned a lot from it. The most important advice I have is to do your
homework. If you do your homework, you will be very successful in Punjabi Class. Also, you
should listen to your teachers. Punjabi Class will be useful for you because in your future, you
will need to know how to speak Punjabi. It has been very useful for me because now I can
speak Punjabi and I know about my culture.
Dilraj Singh
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My experience? It was fun, but hard. There was way too much homework; however, it was
worthwile. I learned a lot. I learned all about the gurus and their pasts. Also, I learned how they
made sacrifices for us to be here. Was it fun? Yes, for the most part. It was fun at some parts.
My favorite part was when we got our awards and punjabi class was over. My least favorite part
was the essays. We had so many requirements for the essays. Best moment in punjabi class was
graduating.
Harchint Singh
Punjabi Class has always been an integral part of my routine while growing up. I remember
getting up, getting ready, frantically doing my homework, to come to class every Saturday, and I
can look back and say it was well worth it. Not only have I gained the fundamental knowledge
of being able to read and write our mother tongue, I’ve also developed ties with fellow Sikh
peers that will last a lifetime. My advice to those who are currently still attending and are
scheduled to come back next year, don’t moan and groan about coming to class, make the most
of it, and put yourself in a position that will benefit you now and in the long run.
Kabir Singh
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It’s been a while since I graduated from Punjabi class. I’ve been an alumini for eight years. Back
in the old days we had only three grades: beginner, intermediate and advanced. We had no
structured syllabus and the teachers taught what they thought was best. Now we have grades
pre-k through four and a much more organized syllabus. I also remember repeating the intermediate grade for several years. My advice to you is to do your homework early and get it
checked by your parents. But most of all, have fun with it. If your parents are making you go,
the least you could do is make the best of it; in the end you’ll thank them. I’m thankful that my
parents made me go to Punjabi Class. Along with learning Punjabi I started understanding gurbani which is the main objective of Punjabi Class. There are other benefits of learning Punjabi
also. Last year when I went to India, I was able to communicate very well with my relatives. Another benefit of going to Punjabi Class is that you can get college credit.

It may have been hard work at the time, but in retrospect I’m glad I was in Punjabi class. I’ve
been using Punjabi ever since then for reading Gurbani and playing shabads, and I don’t think I
would have been able to learn as much kirtan as I have without the knowledge I gained from
Punjabi class. Not only has it helped my reading of Gurbani, but it has helped my understanding of it as well, and there is nothing more valuable than that. My advice to current and future
students is to work hard and make the most of this opportunity you’re given, as you’ll be grateful for it in the end.
Gulshan Singh
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There are many things to remember for Punjabi class but not procrastinating is the most important. You might have heard this before but it is true. When you do your work ahead of time
you actually understand what you are learning. You won’t have just written your answers at the
last minute, you will feel more prepared when it comes time for the midterm or even the final.
This advice will help you do well in Punjabi class and in regular school.
Kirat Singh

Punjabi class has had an impact on my life. Things that I've learned through these classes apply
in my everyday life. Learning another language is very beneficial to our understanding of even
the English language. Things that we learn in Gurbani class also have a direct impact in our
lives. The skills learned here, help you in the future. My advice to future students is to not wait
until Saturday to finish your homework. Space it out through the week and enjoy your Saturdays!
Navjot Singh
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Panjabi is a very important part of our lives. By learning how to read, write and speak Panjabi,
we become able to read Gurmukhi and understand Guru Granth Sahib Ji, which is our connection to Waheguru Ji. By reading Gurbani every day, we become better people and Sikhs and
become One with Waheguru Ji, which is the purpose of our lives. Panjabi class was a great experience and I learned to understand the meaning of Shabads in Gurbani, especially the Jap Ji
Sahib. My speaking skills have also improved as my vocabulary has expanded. Panjabi class is
also a great place to make many new friends. Being part of the graduate class is also a great
experience as I feel good helping the other Panjabi students. My advice to younger students is to
pay attention in class, work hard, be respectful to others around you, and have fun!
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Youth Camp

Every year, a Youth Gurmat Camp (day camp) is held at Madison Heights
Gurduara Sahib. The goal of the camp is to create an atmosphere of Sikhi,
where the youth can interact with each other and learn about their roots,
have fun with their peers and be proud of their Sikhi heritage. Camp includes guest speakers or teachers from various walks of life, who have
successfully maintained their Sikhi saroop while pursuring their careers.
Past guests included Vishwajit Singh (Creator of Sikhtoons) and Vikram
Singh (The amazing magician). The camp also provides opportunities for
the youth to experience and build on leadership roles.

This year’s camp will be held from July 16 to 21.
Please remember to register on time!
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Recipes

Easy Eggless Cake:
Ingredients:
One Duncan Hines Cake Mix (any flavor)
Oil as directed on cake mix box.
Instead of water, use milk.
3/4 cup of all-purpose flour
2 tablespoons of sour cream
Method:
Mix all the above ingredients together in a bowl. Pour the batter in a greased baking tray and bake at 350
degrees in oven.
Bake time depends on the size of the pan used. Refer to chart on the box for baking time.
Eggless Butter Cream Icing:
Ingredients:
1 cup Vegetable Shortening or Butter
1 Teaspoon Vanilla Flavor
4 Cups Confectioner's Icing Sugar
Approx. 2 Tablespoons Milk/Water
Method:
In a bowl add the shortening, vanilla and 2 tablespoons of water and mix until light and fluffy. Add sugar,
one cup at a time and beat after each addition, until all the ingredients are mixed together thoroughly. Blend
until it’s creamy. This produces 3 cups of stiff consistency icing.Ice as you wish.
- Ajit Kaur
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