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Vaheguru ji ka Khalsa, 

Vaheguru ji ki Fateh!

This is going to be the third yearbook for our Panjabi /  Gurmat

School. Our last yearbook was in 2011-2012 when we were in Madison 

Heights. In September 2012, we moved to the new gurdwara in Sterling 

Heights. We thank Vaheguru for providing us a much better place to learn our 

language, our history and Gurbani. Some students still remember the days in 

Madison Heights when the cutting of onions near the classrooms just before 

class time would bring tears in their eyes. We don't have to worry about it now. 

Vaheguru has blessed us with very good place to study.

In the first year at the new place, enrollment increased beyond 

expectation. We seemed to have run out of capacity in the first year itself. The 

teachers were not prepared for this but with their dedication and devotion they 

were able to handle the large class size. Everybody was excited to come to the 

gurdwara Saturday afternoon and be part of the activity. We had 5 different 

grades starting from Kindergarten up to Grade 4 and each grade had its own 

classroom. 

As the students showed a great desire to learn more, we enhanced 

our curriculum. Gurbani classes were limited to Japji Sahib but with the  

enhancements, a number of other banis were added. Due to this a sixth class



was started in 2013. Grade 5 is more focused on understanding the meanings of 

various banis.

Another major enhancement was in the Keertan program with the 

addition of a professional teacher. She is well known in the community and has 

done a remarkable job raising the level of the Keertan class students.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the teachers and 

volunteers who have taken countless hours out of their busy schedule and come 

to the gurdwara Saturday afternoon and helped in imparting valuable lessons to 

the future leaders of our community. Also, thanks to the parents who take the 

time to bring the students to school and support them in doing the homework. 

Last but not least, thanks go to all the students who sacrifice other weekend 

activities to come to the gurdwara and learn Gurmukhi and get the message of 

our gurus through Gurbani.

May Vaheguru keep you all in Chardi Kala.

- Kanwerdip Singh

Acknowledgement:
The hard work put by all the students and teachers  into this yearbook is highly 

appreciated. Thanks to all of you. Special  thanks to Khushi Kaur for collecting all the material and 
compiling this yearbook.
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A Dastaar is an item of headgear associated with Sikhism and is an 
important part of the Sikh culture. Wearing a Sikh turban is mandatory 
for all Amritdhari (baptized) Sikh men, and some women. The  Dastaar
has been an important part of the Sikh religion since the time of the 
first Guru. Guru Angad Dev ji honored Guru Amar Das ji with a special 
Dastaar when he was declared the next Guru. At the time when Guru 
Ram Das ji passed away, Guru Arjan Dev ji was honored with the 
Dastaar of Guruship. Guru Gobind Singh ji, the tenth Sikh Guru, wrote:

Kangha dono vaqt kar, paag chune kar bandhai. (“Comb your hair twice 
a day and tie your turban carefully, turn by turn”)



From the time of Guru Gobind Singh ji, Sikh generals have played an 
important role in shaping the history of India. From Banda Singh to 
Baba Deep Singh to Hari Singh Nalwa, the generals fought bravely 
against the Mughal Empire and stood up against all the injustice done 
by the Mughal government. Their spirited effort ultimately lead to the 
formation of the Sikh kingdom of Maharaja Ranjit Singh in 1801. Here 
is a brief description of some of the generals and their contributions.

Baba Banda Singh Bahadur

Life span:      1670 - 1716

Accomplishments:
•Captured the Mughal city of Samana
•Famous army general
•Started the city of Lohgarh
•Minted the Nanakshahi coin
•Abolished landlord system
•Had his own kingdom for a brief period

Battles:
•Battle of Samana
•Battle of Sirhand

Nanakshahi Coin

Deg Tegh O Fateh Nusrat Bedirang. Yaft
Az Nanak Guru Gobind Singh

„Kettle to feed, (with) the sword to 
defend, (and) the resultant victory are 
achieved with help from Guru Nanak –
Guru Gobind Singh”



Hari Singh Nalwa

Life span:      1791 - 1837

Accomplishments:
•Was in charge of Afghanistan and Pakistan 
area
•Built and was in charge of Jamrud fort
•Got his last name after killing a lion while 
going on a trip with Maharaja Ranjit Singh

Battles:
•Fought battles against Muguls to defend the 
Sikh kingdom under Maharaja Ranjit Singh
•Defeated Afghan leader Kutab-ud-din Khan in 
a major battle

Jassa Singh Ahluwalia

Life span:      1718 - 1783

Accomplishments:
•Was the successor of Nawab Kapur Singh.
•Was given the title of Sultan-ul-Quam
•Defeated Ahmad Shah Abdali after his eighth 
invasion
•Wrested Kapurthala in 1774 and made it his 
headquarter

Battles:
•Battle of Amritsar
•Wadda Ghalughar
•Several battles with Abdali between 1762 
and 1769



Jassa Singh Ramgharia

Life span:      1723 - 1803

Accomplishments:
•Commanded the Sikh Misl Ramgharia
•Built a mud fort at Amritsar called Ram 
Rauni
•Joined forces with Adina Beg and got 
promoted to commander

Battles:
•Fought several battles against Ahmad 
Shah Abdali

Baba Deep Singh

Life span:      1682 - 1757

Accomplishments:
•Helped Bhai Mani Singh write copies of 
Guru Granth Sahib ji
•Known as a very fierce soldier

Battles:
•Battle of Sirhand
•Battle against Abdali in which Harmandir
Sahib was liberated.



Maharaja Ranjit Singh

Life span:      1780 - 1839

Accomplishments:
•Became Maharaja of Punjab in 1801
•Conquered Amritsar and defeated 
Bhangis at age 22 
•Unified the Sikh Misls and created an 
empire
•First Asian ruler to modernize army to 
European standards

Battles:
•Fought several battles against Ahmad 
Shah Abdali and the Durrani rulers of 
Afghanistan

Bhag Kaur (Mai Bhago)

Life span:  (dates not available)

Accomplishments:
•Brought back the 40 deserters of 
Guru ji to the battle field
•Became the body guard of Guru 
Gobind Singh ji
•Considered a brave warrior but was 
not a general

Battles:
•Battle of Chamkaur
•Battle of Muktsar
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Bababuddajisirhindhukumnamagurunanaksohilaproper bandabahadurbababakala
adjective  japjisahibcollective

Across
3. Taking command from Guru
7. Sikh general
9. Describes a noun

Down
1. He lived to be 125 years old
2. Place where the younger 

Sahibzadey were martyred
4.   First Guru
5.   Bani recited at night
6.   Michigan is this noun
8.   Ninth Guru was found here
10. Bani recited in the morning
11. Team is this noun



bcpn qoN jo lwf lfwvy,
Awp jwgy swnUM sulwvy [

h~Q PV ky clxw isKwvy,
cMgy mwVy dw Prk idKwvy [
A~gy vDIey hr vyly cwhvy,

hr ij~q qy rb dw Sukr mnwvyN [
mn nIvW r~Kxw iehI smJwvy,
auh swfI ipAwrI mW khwvy [

By Sukhwinder Kaur



I am sure you all have read many sakhis about Guru Nanak Dev ji and 
enjoyed reading them. In one instance, Guru ji was in the company of a 
muslim by the name of Nawab Daulat Khan. Guru ji told him that we are 
all created by one God and there is no difference between a Hindu and a 
Muslim. To this, the Nawab asked Guru ji to accompany him to the mosque 
and say prayers. Guru ji obliged. In the mosque, everyone was doing 
prayers except Guru ji. After the prayers, the Nawab asked Guru ji why he 
did not pray along with them. Guru ji immediately replied that there was 
no one in the congregation who was doing prayers sincerely and with 
devotion. Everyone was surely praying but their minds were somewhere 
else. He pointed out to the Nawab that while he was praying, his mind was 
in Kandhar purchasing horses. Guru ji read his mind and told him the 
importance of praying with devotion and concentration.
From all the sakhis we read from various books and from Gurbani, we 
know that our Guru is all-knowing. He knows exactly what goes on in one's 
mind. Here is something I would like you to try on your friends. It is 
certainly not mind reading. It is based on some math and some computer 
knowledge.
Ask a friend to guess a number between 1 and 63. Then show him/her the 
chart below with the 6 boxes and ask him/her only to tell you in which 
boxes that number is. Once you are told the box numbers, simply add the 
top right number in the boxes indicated by your friend and you have the 
answer. 
Let me show you an example. Let's say, your friend guessed 23. 23 exists 
in box 1, 2, 3, and 5. (Check for yourself) The top right numbers in these 
boxes are 1, 2, 4 and 16. When you add these numbers, you get 23.

This is based on the binary principle used in all computers. All computers 
are nothing but switches which can be turned on or off. 0 means off and 1 
means on. The numbers you see on the top right side of all the boxes are 
special numbers. They are all powers of 2. 1 is 20, 2 is 21, 4 is 22, 8 is 23, 
16 is 24 and 32 is 25. They all have a base 2 which why we call it a binary 
system. Any number can be written as the sum of some of these 
numbers.
Copy the chart below and have fun trying this on your friends.





Punjabi School was a great experience that helped me 
develop as an adolescent. Despite being discouraged at 
times due to the work load, it was an important experience 
that not only taught me more about my faith and culture, 
but prepared me for my future endeavors. I became well-
versed in things like Punjabi culture, Sikh history, and 
reading Gurbani. Being able to read and truly understand 
Gurbani is an invaluable skill. My advice to current students 
is to simply be more enthusiastic and appreciative of what 
you are learning. Looking back, I may not have enjoyed 
the work load, but Punjabi class made me into a more 
sociable and cultured individual. Finally, have fun during 
this time and try not to procrastinate as much as I did. If 
you make the best of your time in Punjabi school, you will 
surely appreciate it in the future.

Japnam Singh

Punjabi class has always been a significant part of my life. 
I used to complain about coming but now I realize that it 
was actually really important and I am glad I made it 
through. I have learned so much in Punjabi class and I still 
use it today in grade school. Punjabi school has exposed 
me to my culture and I am proud to say that I am a 
graduate. It takes a lot of time and effort, but in the end, it 
is all worth it. My advice to students is that put in effort 
into your homework, study hard, take advantage of this 
opportunity and make the most of it because it will only 
help you later on. Try to talk to your parents in Punjabi.

Khushi Kaur



I remember when I was a small kindergartener who had no 
idea what Kanwerdip Uncle was saying during 
announcements. Now, after going through Punjabi class, I 
can understand him as easily as someone speaking English. 
I can also understand my parents, my uncles, and 
somewhat understand my strongly accented grandparents 
when they speak Punjabi. I have also learned the meanings 
of a few banis and can figure out the messages of shabads
or vaaks when Bhai Sahib is reciting them. To the students 
taking Punjabi class, I have these words to say: at times the 
work load may seem intense, but you need to push through 
because the results are definitely worth it. Plus, you get a 
nice graduation trophy to look at as you fall asleep.

Naveen Singh

Attending Punjabi Class as a student has been one of the 
most joyous memories of my childhood. I recall always being 
late to class and having to awkwardly entering the Langar
Hall while everyone did the pre-class prayers. During class, I 
remember the various amusing encounters between the 
students and teachers which made class a bit more 
enjoyable. After class, I remember sitting down with my 
classmates and laughing at the most random things. All in all, 
Punjabi Class not only connected me to my maternal 
language and Sikhism, but it also helped me become part of 
a community that I will cherish for life. The work is intense 
and at times it feels easier to quit, but the knowledge and 
experience gained in Punjabi Class is incomparable. My 
advice to the students is to make the most out of your 
learning and enjoy the moments you spend with your 
teachers and classmates. 

Manpreet Kaur



I really liked the classes because of their format. You get to 
learn both the Punjabi language as well as the connections 
it has with Gurbani. The Gurmat class in Grade 3 and 4 
especially were really great to start developing an 
understanding of Gurbani. Also, the language classes help 
you improve reading, writing and speaking aspects rather 
than focusing on just one or the other. Knowing the 
language helps you connect with your culture and as well as 
friends and family who are from Punjab. Also, learning other 
languages such as French or Spanish in school is a lot easier 
when you understand the process you have to go through 
to become good at it.
The best thing you can do to learn Punjabi is to use it as 
much as possible, whether that is reading books in Punjabi, 
talking with your parents in Punjabi or just even watching 
Punjabi movies. The more you use it the better you will 
become.

Tanveer Singh

Tizarat Kaur

Punjabi class, ugh. We have all been there the Saturday 
afternoon drive; you were just stuffed with pronthai and 
now on your way to class. Half wishfully sleeping that no 
one would wake you once you reached Gurdwara. "Did I 
even do my homework?" So you rush before, naam simran
you scramble with the rest of the class banning together to 
finish the work, before uncle or aunty catches you. I guess, 
what I'm trying to say is Punjabi class became a home, 
although I didn't appreciate it at the time. Punjabi class 
gave me a lot more than I could put down on a piece of 
paper. It has deepened my roots in two cultures, gave me a 
space to learn and grow, and now I can use that education 
in many of my other University classes I can speak to the 
difference and the unique quality of Punjabi language and 
culture that no one else can, or at least only the very few 
who speak the language with me can understand this. I 
actually writing this I'm struggling to understand if it should 
be written in Punjabi or English.
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