
Baba Banda Singh Bahadur  

   

Baba Banda Singh was born on October 
27, 1670 at Rajauri, in the Poonch 
district of western Kashmir. His father, 
Ram Dev, was a Rajput farmer. He was 
called Lachman Dass in the childhood. 
His father gave him training in 
farming, riding, shooting, 
swordsmanship, and hunting. From his 
early days, he was tender-hearted. 
Once, while hunting, he shot a female 
deer. He saw it dying before his eyes. 
He also saw two young ones fall from 
its womb and die in pain. The sight 
had a very deep and lasting effect on 
his tender heart. He resolved to 

become a Sadhu. He left home. He met Janki Das Bairagi and became his disciple. 
He became a Bairagi. He took the name of Madho Das. He wandered from place to 
place with a band of Bairagis. He came to the Punjab. Then he met a Sadhu named 
Ram Das near Kasur. Madho Das became a disciple of Sadhu Ram Das. But he did 
not obtain peace of mind. He again began to wander from place to place. Thus 
wandering about, he came to Nasik, on the banks of the river Godavari. There he 
entered the hermitage of an old Jogi named Aughar Nath. He became his disciple. 
From Aughar Nath he learned the art of working magic and miracles. After his 
teacher's death, he moved on to Nander. There he establish a dera or monastery of 
his own. He spent his time in practicing Jogic exercises and developing magical 
powers. He took delight in practicing tricks of magic on his visitors.  

    Guru Gobind Singh visited his monastery in September 1708. He tried to practice 
his tricks of magic on the Guru. But he failed miserably. He concluded that he had 
found his master, at last. He fell at the Guru's feet and said, 'I am your Banda or 
slave. Pardon me. Save me. I shall act as your Banda. I shall carry out your orders 
whatever they be.' Guru Gobind Singh converted Madho Das Bairagi to his faith. He 
baptised him as a member of the Khalsa. Madho das ceased to be a Bairagi. He 
became a Singh (Lion) of the Guru. He called himself the Guru's Banda. He wanted 
Banda to be his name. Hence, he came to be addressed as Banda. After Baptism, 
his name was changed to Banda Singh. He is generally known as Banda Singh 
Bahadur, or simply Banda Bahadur. The Guru instructed him in the principles of his 
faith. He became acquainted with the history of the Sikhs and their lives. He learnt 
about the martyrdom of Guru Arjan Dev, Guru Tegh Bahadur, and the Sahibzadas; 
Guru Gobind Singh's four sons. He learnt about the terrible hardships which the 
Guru and his Sikhs had suffered. On learning all this, he was filled with righteous 
indignation. The Guru's amrit aroused the Rajput spirit in him. He yearned to be in 
the battle-field as Guru Gobind Singh's Saint-Soldier. He said to the Guru, 'O true 



King, permit me to go to the Punjab. Permit me to punish those who committed 
such cruel deeds.'   

    His wish was granted. He was appointed the leader and commander of the 
Khalsa. The Guru gave him a drum and a banner. They were to serve as emblems of 
secular authority. He bestowed on him five arrows from his own quiver. They were 
to serve as a pledge of victory. He deputed five Sikhs to accompany him. They 
were to help and advise him. He also gave him a number of Hukamnamas. They 
were letter addressed to leading Sikhs in the Punjab and to the general body of the 
Khalsa. They called upon all Sikhs to help Banda Singh in every way. When they 
parted, the Guru said to him,' Remain pure in conduct. Never touch another's wife. 
Be true in word and deed. Look upon yourself as a servant of the Khalsa who will 
be the Guru after my return to the Almighty Father's presence. Always act on the 
advice of the five Sikhs who will go with you. Never think of declaring yourself as a 
Guru. Do not set up a sect of your own. Always help the poor and the needy. Never 
harm the innocent. Have full faith in God and Guru Nanak. Always act on the 
tenets of the Sikh religion. As long as you act upon these instructions, victory will 
ever wait on your standard. If, at any time, you find yourself in some hopeless 
situation, pray to God and shoot one of my arrows. God will help you.'   

    Thus raised to the position of the commander of the Khalsa, Banda Singh 
proceeded to the north, On approaching Sehri and Khanda, he dispatched Guru 
Gobind Singh's Hukamnamas to the leading Sikhs in the Punjab. He called upon 
them to join him. He told them that he had come to punish Wazir Khan and his 
assistant Sucha Nand for having killed The Guru's younger sons. He added that he 
would also punish the hill-rajas who had ill-treated the Guru. The Sikhs flocked to 
him from all places. He marched towards Sarhind. More and more Sikhs joined him 
on the way. He went along punishing tyrants in various places. On November 26, 
1709, early in the morning, he fell upon Samana. Sayyid Jalal Din of this city had 
beheaded Guru Tegh Bahadur. Two other Pathans of the same city had cut off the 
heads of the younger Sahibzadas at Sarhind. The Mughals, Sayyids, etc., of the 
place opposed him. But Banda and his Sikhs killed them all. Then he fell upon other 
centers of Muslim oppression and tyranny, and punished the tyrants there. Such 
centers included Kanjpur, which was Nawab Wazir Khan's village. Then he attacked 
the town of Kapuri. The commander of that place, Qadam Din, was a notorious bad 
character. He used to forcibly take away young and beautiful Hindu women and 
girls, and keep them in his harem. Qadam Din was suitably punished. His places 
were burnt.   

    Baba Banda Singh then turned his attention to Sadhaura. That was another 
centre of Muslim oppression. The Hindus of that place were permitted to cremate 
their dead. They were not permitted to perform any religious ceremony. Cows 
were killed before their houses, and cows, blood and intestines were left in the 
streets. The ruler of that place, Usman Khan, was an object of special anger and 
hatred for the Sikhs. There was a special reason for this. A great Muslim saint of 
that place, Sayyid Budhu Shah, had helped Guru Gobind Singh in the battle of 
Bhangani. Later, Usman Khan had, tortured and killed Sayyid Budhu Shah on the 
account. Sadhaura was attacked. A severe battle was fought. Usman Khan was 



defeated. He and his agents were hanged. In this way he went on capturing all 
centers of Muslim oppression. Then he advanced towards Sarhind. This city and its 
governor, Wazir Khan, were most hateful to the Sikhs. It was here that the two 
younger sons of Guru Gobind Singh had been bricked up alive and murdered. It was 
Wazir Khan who had subjected the Guru to many hardships at Anandpur. He had 
attacked the Guru at Chamkaur where the latter's two elder sons had been killed. 
He had pursued him to Muktsar, where the forty Saved ones were martyred. Again, 
it was Wazir Khan who had sent the Pathan who killed the Guru himself at Nander. 
On account of all this, the Sikhs were burning with rage to wreak vengeance on the 
hateful ruler of this hated city.   

    Sikhs from all parts from the Punjab now joined Baba Banda Singh's forces. He 
advanced toward Sarhind. Wazir Khan came out with all his army to meet the 
Sikhs. In addition to his own forces, he had with him the forces of Lahore, 
Eminabad, Hissar, etc. A severe and bloody battle was fought on the plain of 
Chapper-Chiri, about 15 kilometers from Sarhind. Wazir Khan was killed. His forces 
ran away. Sarhind was taken two days later. The city was plundered and mostly 
destroyed. People like Sucha Nand were also punished. The wall where the two 
younger Sahibzadas had been bricked up was also pulled down. Baba Banda Singh 
continued his conquests. Soon, he became master of the Punjab, east of Lahore. 
For his headquarters he selected Mukhlispur, which was a pleasant hilly place near 
Sadhaura. He repaired its old fort and renamed it Lohgarh or Iron Castle. Emperor 
Bahadur Shah heard the news of Baba Banda Singh's successes. He was then in 
Deccan. At once he returned to the capital. He sent a huge army against Baba 
Banda Singh. The latter waited for it at Lohgarh. The imperial forces arrived and 
encamped near Sadhaura. The Sikhs fell upon them with showers of arrows and 
musket-balls. The imperial army suffered heavy losses. it was about to retreat. But 
then fresh forces came to its help. The Sikhs retreated into the fort of Lohgarh.   

    The imperial forces, more than sixty thousand strong besieged Lohgarh. But the 
place was so well fortified that the imperial army dared not attack it for some 
time. The Sikhs were short of provisions. They had no hope of standing a long 
siege. They became desperate. They decided to rush out and cut their way through 
the army's ranks. Accordingly, Baba Banda Singh rushed out of the fort one night. 
He disappeared with his men into the hills of Nahan. Soon after his escape from 
Lohgarh, Baba Banda Singh issued circular letters, called Hukamnamas, to the Sikhs 
of various places. He called upon them to join him at once. In response to this call, 
Sikhs from all directions joined him at Kirtarpur. He decided to attack and punish 
some of the Hindu hill chiefs who had been troubling Guru Gobind Singh. Raja Bhim 
Chand of Kahlur was the first to attract his attention. He was ordered to submit. 
But he chose to offer resistance. He was defeated. The other rajas submitted 
without resistance. The raja of Chamba became Baba Banda Singh's friend and ally. 
He gave the Sikh leader in marriage a beautiful girl from his own family. For some 
time, Baba Banda Singh stayed in northern hill. Occasionally, he came down to 
extend his influence in the plains. He conquered some places like Rajpur, 
Brahmpur, Kalanpur, and Batala. But then very strong Mughal armies pushed him. 
He had to retire to the hills again.   



    Then an imperial order was issued, commanding all government officials to kill 
Sikhs wherever they were to be found. The orders were strictly enforced. Sikhs and 
their sympathizers were slaughters in large numbers. The Emperor then issued 
another order. All Hindus were ordered to shave off their beards. That would 
enable them to be distinguished from the Sikhs. The emperor knew that Sikhs 
would never, even under pain of death, cut or shave their beards, or any hair 
whatever from their bodies. Baba Banda Singh was obliged to evacuate Lohgarh. He 
took refuge in the Jammu hills where he married a second time and found a 
settlement of his own, now called dera Baba Banda Singh. After a stay of over one 
year in the hills, Baba Banda Singh reappeared in the plains. He conquered 
Kalanpur and Batala once more. Then he was attacked by a huge army. The army 
was helped by a number of Hindu rajas. In the first encounter with the imperial 
forces, Baba Banda Singh fought so heroically that he was nearly defeated them. 
But the odds were too heavily loaded against him. He retreated to the village of 
Gurdas-Nangal about six kilometers to the west of Gurdaspur. The imperial forces 
laid siege to the village. Provisions were soon exhausted. The besieged soon began 
to suffer extreme hunger. In the absence of grain, the flesh of horses, asses, and 
other animals had to be used as food. They ate grass and leaves of trees. Then they 
removed the bark of trees and broke of their small shoots. They dried and 
grounded them., and used them in place of flour. Some Sikhs cut flesh from their 

own thighs, roasted it, and 
ate it.   

    In spite of all this, the 
Sikhs withstood the huge 
imperial forces for eight 
long months. But how long 
could this continue ? About 
eight thousand Sikhs had 
died. The remaining were 
reduced to mere skeletons. 
They had become too weak 
to wield any weapons. The 
imperial army entered the 
fortress. Baba Banda Singh 
and his famished followers 
were taken prisoner. Baba 
Banda Singh's wife and his 
three year old son were 

among the prisoners. From Gurdas Nangal Baba Banda Singh and his companions 
were taken to Lahore. There they were paraded in the streets. Then they were 
dispatched to Delhi. Baba Banda Singh was bound in chains in four places and put in 
an iron cage. The cage was placed on an elephant's back. His companions, about 
two hundred in all, were also in chains. Zakriya Khan, son of the governor of 
Lahore, was in charge of these prisoners. He thought that the number of prisoners 
was too small to present to the Emperor. Hence he caught every Sikh he could find 
in the villages on the way. The number of prisoners finally was seven hundred and 



forty. Thousands more were killed. The heads of two thousand Sikhs were hung on 
spears and carried along with the prisoners. In addition to these, seven hundred 
cartloads of Sikhs' heads also accompanied the horrible show. If one cart be 
supposed to contain fifty heads, 700 carts must have contained 35,000 heads !    

    On reaching Delhi, Baba Banda Singh and the other Sikh prisoners were taken in 
the procession through the main streets of Delhi. at the head of the procession 
were carried two thousand heads of the Sikhs. They were raised on bamboo poles. 
Their long hair waved in the wind. Then came Baba Banda Singh, seated in an iron 
cage placed on the back of the elephant. After his elephant, came the other Sikh 
prisoners. They were tied two and two on saddle less camels. For miles and miles, 
the route was lined on both sides with troops and filled with merry crowds. They 
had gathered to enjoy the 'tamasha'. They were beside themselves with joy. A 
Muhammedan writer saw the whole scene. He calls it a tamasha. He writes, 'The 
Musalmans were dancing with joy. The unfortunate Sikhs were happy. They were 
contented with their lot. There was not the slightest sign of sorrow or dejection on 
their faces. In fact, most of them seemed to be happy and cheerful. They were 
merrily singing their sacred hymns. About two weeks later, began the murder of 
the Sikh prisoners. One hundred of them were killed everyday. Every batch was 
told, 'Those of you who embrace Islam will not be killed.' But not even a single Sikh 
thought of saving his life in that way. They had no fear in death. They called the 
executioner Mukt or the Deliverer. They cried out to him joyfully, 'O Mukt ! Kill me 
first.' They even disputed and argued with each other for priority in death. This 

work of butchery 
went on until all the 
prisoners were 
beheaded.   

    Among the Sikh 
prisoners was a 
tender aged newly 
married youth. He 
had been arrested 
from a village on the 
way. His widowed 
mother had followed 
the prisoners to 
Delhi. She wanted to 
save her son's life. 
She was told, 'Go 
and tell the emperor 
that your son is not 
a Sikh. The emperor 
will spare his life.' 

She went to the emperor and said, 'My youthful son id not a Sikh. He is a prisoner in 
hands of Baba Banda Singh's men. Kindly order his release.' The widows appeal 
moved the emperor. He ordered her son's release. She hurried with order, and gave 



it to the officer in charge of the executions. He called up the youth and said to 
him, 'As you are not a Sikh, you are free.' The boy said, 'Who says I am not a Sikh ?' 
The Mughal officer said, 'Your mother, there, says so.' The boy said, 'She is telling a 
lie. I am heart and soul a Sikh. Send me quickly after my comrades.' He ran back to 
the place of execution where he was beheaded. He joined his martyred comrades. 
These murders took place in March 1718. Baba Banda Singh and his leading 
companions were kept alive for about three months. His turn came in first week of 
June, 1718. He and his 26 companions were taken in procession thorough the 
streets of the old city. He was taken to the tomb of emperor Bahadur Shah, near 
the Qutab Minar. There he was paraded round the tomb. He was then offered the 
usual choice between Islam and death. He chose to die rather than give up his 
faith.   

    Then began his torture. His baby son was placed in his lap and he was attacked 
to kill him. He refused to do so. The executioner then cut the child into pieces. 
Pulling out the dead child's palpitating heart, he thrust it into Baba Banda Singh's 
mouth. Baba Banda Singh stood calm and unmoved like a statue. He was 
completely resigned to the Will of God. He was reciting sacred hymns and 
repeating God's name all the time. Then the executioner began the horrible deed 
of executing Baba Banda Singh. First of all his right eye was taken out, and then, 
his left. Then his hands and feet were cut off; his flesh was torn with red hot 
pincers, and finally, his head was chopped off. Baba Banda Singh remained calm 
and composed to the last. Thus did he achieve martyrdom and life everlasting on 
June 9,1718.  

   

Excerpts taken from these books. 

Sikh History Book 5 by Kartar Singh ji. 

Published by Hemkunt Press, New Delhi  

 


